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PREFACE 



ETYMOLOGY OF THE TITLE "CHAPLAIN" 

St. Martin of Tours, a compassionate fourth century 
soldier who encountered a shivering beggar on a cold winter 
night and having no money in his purse, took off his cloak 
and slashed it with his sword to give half to the beggar. 
Later that night he had a vision in which he saw Christ 
wearing the half-cloak. As a result of this experience he 
was baptized as a Christian. Ultimately he left the army 
to devote his life to the church. In time he became the 
patron saint of the French kings of the Middle Ages. St. 
Martin's cloak ( cappella ) was carried into battle by the 
kings as a banner signifying the presence of God. But 
since the cappella was a sacred relic of the church, a 
priest went along as custodian. This keeper of the cloak, 
or cappellanus , also tended the king's religious needs, 
and from his office was derived that of "chaplain." The 
depository for the cloak became the "chapel," the place of 
worship. 



iv 



STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 



THE BRETHREN CHURCH AND THE NAVY CHAPLAINCY 

A clergyman from the evangelical churches seeking 
a commission in the United States Navy Chaplaincy undergoes 
a cross-cultural encounter of tension with self and his 
role in the military ministry. This thesis will cover The 
Brethren Church's pacifist position, the Navy's needs and 
the spiritual objectivity in honoring the Great Commission 
of Jesus Christ. This study is based, to a considerable 
extent, on personal experience, observation, and reflection 
of experiences as a Navy chaplain. This research is of the 
chaplaincy in the Military Organization and its totality as 
it relates to the Brethren Church and my position as the 
only military chaplain of my denomination. This paper will 
offer a definitive analysis of the Navy Chaplaincy as a 
specialized ministry serving the two institutions of the 
Church and the United States Navy. 
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Chapter 1 



EUROPEAN BACKGROUND OF THE BRETHREN CHURCH 

German origins . The Brethren Church is one of the historic 
peace churches. The Brethren Church is German in origin. 
Historically they have not been a protesting people in 
their relations to government unless great religious and 
moral issues were at stake affecting their peaceful living 
and freedom to worship. 

The Mennonites and Brethren have a common German 
heritage and have manifested many similar characteristics. 
One other church, the Society of Friends, whose religious 
expression was British oriented, worked together with the 
Brethren and Mennonites through a united opposition to war. 

A history of the Brethren in Germany is a story of 
persecutions. Martin Grove Brumbaugh, former Governor of 
Pennsylvania and generally regarded as the greatest his- 
torian of the Brethren, gives "no exercise of force in 
religion" 1 as the fundamental principle in Brethren doc- 
trine. To compel anyone to join or to leave the church of 
Christ is an exercise of force. To compel an individual by 
law to take an oath is not only contrary to the teachings 

1 Martin Grove Brumbaugh, Two C enturies of the 
Church of the Brethren (Elgin: Brethren Publishing, 1908), 

p. 4 . 
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of Jesus, but violates a people's sacred right. War is a 
violent interference with the right of others and imposes 
unwilling burdens upon people. The injunction of Christ is 
one thing, the power of prince or ecclesiastic another and 
the might of the state has no right to interfere with the 
religious belief of the individual. At the very outset the 
church logically opposed state religious, sustained freedom 
of conscience, and exalted allegiance to God above alle- 
giance to rulers. It is quite a simple matter to see why 
the early Brethren suffered at the hands of provincial 
rulers in Germany during the early eighteenth century. 

Nonresistance defined . Nonresistance is the act of not 
resisting, especially, the policy or practice of submitting 
to force or arbitrary authority without opposition or 
retaliation. A nonresistant is a person who believes that 
force and violence should not be used to oppose arbitrary 
authority however unjust. A nonresistant will refuse to 
use force even to defend himself. Dr. Herman Hoyt, Presi- 
dent of Grace Theological Seminary and College, Winona 
Lake, Indiana, commented on the distinction between nonre- 
sistance and pacifism. 

The doctrine of nonresistance is from the Bible 
and for Christians. But pacifism as a doctrine does 
not come from the Bible no matter how many Scriptural 
phrases are turned from their context to support it. 2 



2 Herman A. Hoyt, Then Would My Servants Fight 
(Winona Lake: The Brethren Missionary Herald, 1956), 

p. 17. 
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Early organization . The Brethren Church, which is the 
subject of this work, is the one which was organized in 
Schwartzenau, Germany, in 1708. Though some have traced 
its prehistoric origins as far back as the Waldenses, 
founded by Peter Waldo, at Lyons, about A.D. 1170, there 
seems to be little historical evidence for such a claim. 

It is true that the Waldenses suffered persecution for 
their religious convictions. They did not retaliate but 
rather left the scene of persecution and lived in the woods 
and wilderness. Their practice of the doctrine of nonre- 
sistance may have had a great influence on the Pietists and 
the founders of the Brethren Church. Henry Holsinger, in 
his history of the Tunkers, as the Brethren were then 
called, commented, "I believe I have found in the Waldenses 
the most complete antitype of the Tunkers." 3 

Pietism . In seventeenth-century Germany, religious reform- 
ers known as Pietists, sought to live lives of devotion to 
Christ. As a religious protest to the moral corruption of 
the established churches, pietism emerged and was a contin- 
uation of the sixteenth-century reformation of doctrine 
through a reformation of life. The Pietist was a person 
who studied God's Word and sought to order his life by it 
and the man generally considered to be the father of 
Lutheran Pietism was Philip Jacob Spener (1635-1705) . He 

3 Henry R. Holsinger, Holsinger' s History of the 
Tunkers and The Brethren Church (Lathrop: Pacific Press, 

1901) , p. 30. 
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wanted more intensive Bible study with lay participation 
which would create practical Christianity in daily life. 
These were radical ideas in the seventeenth century. 

A more forceful leader of Pietism was August Herman 
Francke (1613-1727) who was expelled from Leipzig for 
organizing a Bible study group among fellow graduate 
students. He was driven from a pastorate in Erfurt, and 
settled in Halle where he became a pastor and a professor 
at the university. Because the Pietists opposed the estab- 
lished Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and Reformed Churches, 
they were persecuted and driven from all parts of Germany 
and Switzerland. Durnbaugh notes, 

A number of these exiles found refuge at Witt- 
genstein, under the government of a friendly count, 
through whose intercession liberty of conscience was 
granted. 4 

Most Pietists settled in and around Schwarzenau. 

Radical Pietism was a movement which sought to 
break away from the established churches and eventually 
these radical Pietists came to be known as separatists. 

The most influential figure in this group was Gottfried 
Arnold (1666-1714) whose writings were published and met 
with instant success. In 1698 he received a professorship 
at the University of Giessen. 

"Arnold's writings greatly influenced the early 
Brethren, who found there the description of the early 

4 Donald F. Durnbaugh, European Origins of the 
Brethren (Elgin: Brethren, 1958), p. 35. 
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church after v/hich they wished to pattern themselves." 5 

Ernst Christoph Hochmann Von Hochenau (1670-1721) 
was a great Pietist preacher who travelled all over Germany 
preaching and protesting against the established churches. 
One of his co-workers was Alexander Mack. Hochmann studied 
law at several universities. 

In Halle he experienced a conversion or awakening 
which changed his whole life, causing him to abandon 
a promising career which his older brother, a high 
imperial official in Vienna, had arranged for him. 6 

Instead, he chose to become an itinerant preacher. 
He developed a following of sincere seekers throughout the 
country. "It was Hochmann who 'awakened' most of the early 
Brethren . . . they originally looked to him as their 

spiritual guide." 7 

Hochmann was often imprisoned. Once he exhorted a 
wealthy man to repentance and the man became so angry that, 
says Brumbaugh, 

. . . he ordered his valet to whip Hochmann. The 

servant obeyed and at the end of the cruel thrashing 
Hochmann thanked the valet kindly whereupon the ser- 
vant was so humiliated that he humbly begged Hochmann 
to forgive him. 8 

One Pietistic characteristic in Hochmann caused 
him to part company with Mack. He was not in favor of 



5 Durnbaugh, p. 36. 

6 Durnbaugh, p. 36. 7 Durnbaugh, p. 36. 

8 Martin Grove Brumbaugh, A History of the German 
Baptist Brethren in Europe and America "(Mount Morris: 

Brethren Publishing, 1899), p. 22. 



organizing a church. When Mack started a work in Schwar- 
zenau, Hochmann went his separate way. 



Church formation . The desires of Alexander Mack for a 
church organization were fulfilled in 1708, in Schwarzenau 
Province of Wittgenstein, in Hesse-Cassel , Germany. Eight 
people were baptized by trine immersion. This small group 
chose Mack as their leader, and thus was formed a new and 
distinct church, the "Taufers" or "German Baptist Church." 

The Schwarzenau congregation became the largest 
on the European continent. It became a compact, 
well-organized fellowship under the oversight of 
Alexander Mack. 9 

In the year 1715, there were sufficient converts 
to the German Baptist Church in Marienborn area to begin 
a church. 

Persecution . Persecution again was their plight and most 
of the congregation left Marienborn and collected in 
Greyfeld, in the county of Cleves, where they found at 
least toleration under the king of Prussia. One of the 
chief causes for leaving Marienborn was discovered in a 
letter from the Administrator of the county to his deputy, 
Wiszkemann, at Dudelsheim. 

The honorable and gracious lord has had made 
clear and had explained in all earnestness the 
following to all of the so-called Baptists who 
reside in this county, when they appeared here today 
upon summons: His Grace will respect their full 



9 Floyd E. Mallott, Studies in Brethren History 
(Elgin: Brethren Publishing, 1954), p. 37. 



